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The mission of Gretna Public Schools is to accept all  


students unconditionally and maximize their potential. 
 
 


Introduction 
This Community Report includes informative data compiled for the families and patrons of the Gretna 
Public Schools.  This report has been prepared to provide a “snapshot” of our school system and is not 
intended to be a comprehensive report on the condition of education in our district.   
 
The process of teaching and learning and the development of children is complex and cannot be adequately 
communicated in a single report.  We ask you to visit our schools and take an active role in the education of 
Gretna students.  The information in this report was compiled upon the completion of the 2017-2018 school 
year.   
 
This annual report is produced by the Superintendent’s Office of the Gretna Public Schools.  Comments and 
questions concerning this report should be directed to the Superintendent’s Office at 402-332-3265. 


 
Our Goals 


The goals of Gretna Public Schools are: 
• To develop a positive educational environment that accepts all students and  


  emphasizes their intellectual, physical, emotional and social development. 
• To adopt financial policies that ensure quality educational facilities, equipment, 


  and materials to aid in the accomplishment of the district’s educational goals.  
• To attract and retain highly qualified personnel and promote opportunities for their 


  professional growth and development. 
• To develop students’ knowledge and values so they will be effective participants in our 


  democratic society.  
• To develop academic skills in the areas of reading, writing, computing, listening, and 


  speaking so students may effectively interact in our society.  
• To provide opportunities for students to gain an appreciation for the fine and 


 performing arts.  
• To provide educational programs, which allow students to identify and achieve their 


  career goals and emphasize the value of hard work. 
• To introduce students to a variety of activities which encourage them to develop 


  morally, physically, socially, academically, emotionally and spiritually.  
 


Accreditation 
The Gretna Public Schools is accredited by the Nebraska Department of Education and in 2011 was awarded District-
Wide AdvancEd Accreditation.  Gretna receives the highest accreditation reserved for those schools demonstrating 
exemplary educational programs. 


 
Faculty and Staff 
The faculty and staff of the Gretna Public Schools for 2018-2019 included 385 classroom instructors. Support staff 
consisted of 133 classroom paraprofessionals, 37 office workers, 8 nurses, 38 maintenance staff members and 
custodians, 47 kitchen personnel, 24 bus and van drivers, a director of purchasing and operations, an assistant director 
of operations, 2 maintenance specialists, a groundskeeper and three assistant groundskeepers, and 2 mechanics. 
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GRETNA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL   SQUIRE JOHN THOMAS ELEMENTARY 
Building opened in 1960      Building opened in 2004  
Building Capacity – 421      Building Capacity - 552  
Principal –  Andrew Rinaldi      Principal – Bret Basye 
    
 Enrollment  (September 2018)     Enrollment  (September 2018) 
K  1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th Total K-5 K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th      Total K-5 
65 77 90 78 73 86 469  82 100 99 84 96 97        558 
Pre-K Enrollment- 60                                                                                Pre-K Enrollment- 28  
Average 2018-19 Daily Attendance -  97%   Average 2018-19 Daily Attendance -  97% 
Parent-Teacher Conference Attendance - 99%   Parent-Teacher Conference Attendance – 99% 
     
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
0 
 
 
 
 


PALISADES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
Building opened in 2007      
Building Capacity – 552      
Principal - Salli Wells       
   
 Enrollment  (September 2018)   
K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th      Total K-5 
108 90 102 102 99 103      604  
Pre-K Enrollment - 29     
Average 2018-19 Daily Attendance -  97%   
Parent-Teacher Conference Attendance – 99%  


WHITETAIL CREEK ELEMENTARY  
Building opened in 2012      
Building Capacity – 552      
Principal – Ellen McNulty    
    
 Enrollment  (September 2018)   
K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th      Total K-5 
100 85 91 77 81 83        517 
Pre-K Enrollment - 27    
Average 2018-19 Daily Attendance -  97%   
Parent-Teacher Conference Attendance – 99%  


Elementary Highlights for the 2018/2019 School Year 
● The #BeKind campaign kicked off during the 2018-2019 school year, which focused on the “Be Kind” message.  One of the events that supported this 


movement was a visit to all elementary aged students from published author Sarah Weeks, who wrote the book “Save Me a Seat”.  This book was read by 
all students during the annual “one-book-one-school” event and Ms. Weeks discussed the concept of being kind and how it related to the characters within 
book.  


● During the spring semester, local areas were dramatically affected by flooding and each elementary building was able to aid many areas of Nebraska with 
supplies and financial support.  The “Kindness Clubs" at the respective buildings collected supplies to help with the clean-up effort and each elementary 
building participated in a “coin-war” that raised over $23,000 to help a local family recover from the flood.  


● The Dragon Run 5K for the 2018-2019 school year was held on April 27th, 2019.  Each school had their own running clubs with approximately 500 
students, collectively participating. These students met at least 10 times after school to participate in lessons on nutrition, exercise, relationship building 
and goal setting, all while preparing to run the 5K.   
 


MAP Test – Fall 2018, National Percentile Rank 
The Measures of Academic Progress Test is a norm referenced test given annually  


to Gretna students in third through fifth grades.   
This type of test compares a child’s performance to a national norm group. 


    Grade  Total Reading   Total Math       
            3             87            83   
             4             79            83   
         5             82            81   


ASPEN CREEK ELEMENTARY  
Building opened in 2017      
Building Capacity – 552      
Principal – Wendi Kistler     
 
 Enrollment  (September 2018)   
K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th      Total K-5 
100 92 86 103 78 93        552 
Pre-K Enrollment - 27    
Average 2018-19 Daily Attendance -  97%   
Parent-Teacher Conference Attendance – 99%  







--3-- 


 


        
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Middle School Highlights: 
*Every year 6th graders participate in a number of interdisciplinary units covering the topics of geography, literature, art, and 
science.  
*Seventh grade students participate in the G.R.E.A.T. (Gang Resistance Education And Training) Program.  This program is 
conducted each year by the Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office.   
*Seventh grade students participate in a Greek unit every year.  At the end of the unit, they use what they have learned about Greece 
and participate in the ‘Olympic Games’. 
*Each year, the eighth graders learn firsthand about historical figures in their POP Unit.  In the POP Unit, students research famous 
actors, athletes, inventors, political figures, and more!  They bring their historical person to life by dressing up and reciting speeches 
for parents and community members who make donations at a special evening event.  These donations are then given to a local 
charity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 


GRETNA HIGH SCHOOL 
Building opened in 1997 
Building capacity - 1350 
Principal - Roger Miller 


North Central Accreditation -1966 
Enrollment   (September 2017) 


    9              10         11           12     Total 
 376 356 318 306 1356 


Average 2018-19 Daily Attendance -  95% 
Parent-Teacher Conference Attendance  -  54% 


Freshman Orientation Attendance – 96% 
 
GHS Graduation Requirements 
 To graduate from Gretna High School, a student must accumulate 46 credits which must include the following: 
 8 credits of English 
 6 credits of Social Studies 
 6 credits of Math 
 6 credits of Science 
 2 credits of Physical Education 
 18 credits of Electives 
 46 credits 


MAP Test – Fall 2018, National Percentile Rank 
The Measure of Academic Progress is a norm-referenced test given annually to Gretna students in sixth through eight grade. 


This type of test compares a child’s performance to a national norm group. 
     Total  Total  Total    
         Grade  Reading  Math  Language  
             6  84  78  80     
             7  77  79  78   
   8  86  88  89 


Graduation Rate:  99% 
2019 Graduates Receiving Scholarships: 48% 
 


Blue Ribbon School 
Gretna High School has received national 
recognition for academic excellence.  The 


United States Department of Education has 
identified Gretna High School as one of its 


“Blue Ribbon Schools.” 


Accelerated Reader 
Accelerated Reader drives the use of the Gretna Middle School and Aspen Creek Middle School Media Centers. Students have over 
16,500 titles to select from based on interest and reading ability.  Reading is a skill that is highly correlated with success in school. 


Students who spend time reading become better readers.     
 
 


GRETNA MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Building opened in 1971 
Building Capacity - 852 
Principal –Harvey Birky 
North Central Accreditation - 1994 
Enrollment  (September 2017) 
6 7 8 Total 
208 222 214 644 
Average 2018-19 Daily Attendance -  96% 
Parent-Teacher Conference Attendance – 
 Fall -  84%  Spring -  92% 


ASPEN CREEK MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Building opened in 2017 
Building Capacity - 852 
Principal –Stacey Deterding 
North Central Accreditation - 1994 
Enrollment  (September 2017) 
6 7 8 Total 
207 174 170 551 
Average 2018-19 Daily Attendance -  96% 
Parent-Teacher Conference Attendance – 
 Fall -  85%  Spring -  90% 
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Course Offerings 


Gretna High School students are required to enroll in the following core classes: social studies, 
mathematics, science and English.  GHS students are also offered the opportunity to study courses in:  
journalism, speech, drama, world languages (German, Spanish, and French), art, computer technology, 
integrated arts, instrumental/vocal music, physical education, industrial technology and business 
education.   
   


Dual Credit Offerings 
Gretna High School, through an articulation agreement with Metropolitan Community College (MCC), 
offers 62.3 college hours of credit that are dual credit hours.  Dual credit allows students to earn both 
high school credit and college credit at the same time.  GHS offers the following dual credit courses: 
English Composition I and II, Public Speaking, United States History to 1865, United State History Since 
1877, World Civilization I & II, College Biology, College Physics I & II, College Trigonometry, Medical 
Terminology I & II, Genetics, Intro to Engineering, Information Systems and Literacy, MAT Lab 
Programing, Developing Mathematics, College Algebra, Survey of Anatomy and Physiology and College 
Calculus I & II.  Students taking dual credit courses must meet MCC’s entrance requirements into each 
course and are responsible for payment of tuition for the course.  


 
ACT Results 


The ACT Assessment is designed for students who plan to attend a four-year college.  
   2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018* 2019* 
 Local   21.8 22.9 23.1 23.4 22.7 23.9 24.3 24.0 23.4 22.8 22.5 
 State  22.1 22.1 22.1 22.0 21.5 21.7 21.5 21.4 21.4 20.1 20.0 
 National 21.1 21.0 21.1 21.1 20.9 20.6 21.0 20.8 21.0 20.8 20.8 


 
*Beginning in 2018, ALL 11th grade students were required to take the ACT Exam. 


 
Activities 


On average, more than 85% of Gretna High School students are involved in athletics, fine arts and club 
activities. The Board of Education’s commitment to the fine arts has enabled students to achieve 
numerous local, state and national awards.   
 
The Gretna Public Schools are members of the Eastern Midlands Conference (EMC).  The EMC offers 
interscholastic competition in football, volleyball, cross country, golf, softball, tennis, play production, 
basketball, wrestling, unified bowling, swimming, speech, academic quiz bowl, soccer, baseball, unified 
track, track and opportunities in vocal and instrumental music.  The conference was formed in 1980.  
 
*Eastern Midlands Conference championships were earned in cross country, boys golf, boys soccer, girls 
soccer, play production, and volleyball. 
 
*District championships were earned in play production, volleyball, girls soccer, boys soccer, and softball. 
 
*During the 2018-2019 school year, Gretna High School earned state champion honors in 
one-act play production and marching band. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*GHS also had individual All-State honors earned by students in softball, volleyball, cross country, track,  
instrumental music, vocal music, play production, speech, journalism, girls soccer, and boys soccer.  
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The Growth of Gretna Public Schools 


Nebraska School District #37 (Gretna Public Schools) was created as a small district to serve the village of Gretna in 1888.  As 
the village grew, so too did the school district.  Through minor consolidation over the years, and a major consolidation in 1958, 
the district has grown to its present size of 70 square miles.  Centrally located between Lincoln and Omaha, the community 
uniquely weaves its large city ties with rural character.  These appealing characteristics draw many families hoping to raise their 
children in a small town atmosphere with a sense of community.  


 
Education has long been important to the citizens of Gretna.  The district has gained a reputation for providing fine educational 
opportunities, exemplified by excellence in academic achievement, high graduation rates, and a disciplined environment.  In 
addition to a tradition of quality education, Gretna prides itself on strong extracurricular programs in athletics and fine arts. 


 
All of the above factors have contributed to Gretna Public School’s rapid growth over the years.  In the past 10 years, Gretna has 
seen an eighty seven percent enrollment growth.  Gretna Public Schools Board of Education greatly understands the rapid growth 
trends and has done an exceptional job of planning and constructing additional classroom space and facilities. 
    


ENROLLMENT TRENDS:   
(numbers reported the last Friday in September) 


 '07-
'08  


’08-
‘09 


’09- 
‘10 


'10- 
'11 


’11- 
‘12 


’12- 
‘13 


’13- 
‘14 


’14-
‘15 


’15- 
‘16 


’16- 
‘17 


’17- 
‘18 


’18- 
‘19 


K 232 241 286 287 302 311 331 335 382 406 421 455 
1 224 227 254 294 301 304 323 353 354 402 429 444 
2 217 240 237 262 296 312 319 333 375 372 436 468 
3 229 224 256 248 269 309 318 331 355 405 403 444 
4 181 232 228 268 257 277 310 326 344 374 429 427 
5 183 198 235 237 268 260 291 325 341 354 394 462 
6 172 191 198 239 247 273 269 310 339 362 379 415 
7 165 185 205 206 238 262 279 288 326 352 380 396 
8 160 173 181 210 206 244 270 280 295 340 358 384 
9 179 169 180 194 215 202 239 276 280 309 351 376 
10 172 187 169 188 196 215 198 239 272 293 322 356 
11 165 175 186 171 188 193 217 194 237 277 299 318 
12 158 178 179 189 172 186 195 224 216 253 289 306 


CONTRACTED 6 13* 14* 13* *9 *12 *8 *11 *12 *14 *6 *3 
TOTAL 2443 2633 2808 2993 3155 3348 3559 3814 4116 4499 4890 5251 


% INCREASE  10.2% 5.8% 7.8% 6.6% 5.4% 6.1% 6.3% 7.2% 7.9% 9.3% 8.8% 7.4% 
*Contracted students included in grade figures listed above 


  


 
Additional District Information:  


Lunch Program 
The Gretna Public Schools served more than 2,601 lunches to the 5,251 students each day during the 2017-2018 school year. 


Parents can check family account balances online at www.gpsne.org. 
 


Bus Transportation 
Approximately 3,627 students were eligible for transportation services during 2018-19. The Gretna Public Schools transported 


approximately 2,577 students per day during the school year. Nineteen daily bus and 38 van routes average a total of 1,663 miles 
each day. 


 
 


Nondiscrimination Notification 
The Gretna Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, disability, race, color, religion, veteran status, national 
or ethnic origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, childbirth or related medical condition, or other protected status in its programs 


and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person has been 
designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: 


Dr. Richard Beran, Superintendent, 11717 South 216th Street, Gretna, NE 68028, (402) 332-3265, rberan@gpsne.org 
. 
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SCHOOL BOARD AND         
ADMINISTRATION 


 
Gretna Public Schools Board of Education 
The Board of Education is elected by the voters   
that live within the boundaries of the Gretna  
Public School District.  Members are elected at  
large to four year terms.  Meetings of the Board  
are held on the second and fourth Mondays  
of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Administrative Offices. 
        
David Gulizia, President- 15 Years of Service 
Rick Hollendieck, VP -   11 Years of Service 
Dawn Stock, Secretary-    7 Years of Service 
Ann Sackett, Treasurer   5 Years of Service 
Kyle Janssen, Bd Member-  3 Years of Service  
Mark Hauptman, Bd Member   1 Year of Service 
   = 42 Years of Combined Service 
  
Gretna Public Schools Administration 
Dr. Kevin M. Riley,  Superintendent    
 37 Years of Service 
Dr. Rich Beran,  Assistant Superintendent      
 23  Years of Service  
Dr. Rex Anderson, Curriculum Director        
  20  Years of Service 
Travis Lightle, Student Support Services 
  16 Years of service 
Deb Siemers, Director of Spec. Education   
 31 Years of Service 
Violet Glasshoff, Assist. Spec. Ed and Curriculum 
 14 Years of Service 
Roger Miller,  High School Principal    
 32 Years of Service 
Todd Mueller, Assistant H.S. Prin.     
 26  Years of Service 
John Heckenlively, Assistant H.S. Prin. 
 17 Years of Service 
Chad Jepsen, Assistant H.S. Princ./A.D. 
 21 Years of Service  
Harvey Birky, Middle School Principal    
 14 Years of Service 
Stacey Deterding, Asst. M.S. Prin./A.D.       
 26  Years of Service 
Mike Sortino, Asst. M.S. Prin./A.D. 
 4  Year of Service 
Matt Bruggeman, Asst. M.S. Prin./A.D. 
 24 Years of Service 
Bret Basye, Thomas Elementary Principal                    
 5  Years of Service 
Salli Wells, Palisades Elementary Principal     
 15 Years of Service 
Andrew Rinaldi, Gretna Elementary Principal 
 1 Year of Service 
Ellen Ridolfi, Whitetail Creek Elem Principal 
 17 Years of Service 
Wendi Kistler, Aspen Creek Elementary Principal  
 19 Years of Service 
Amy Falcone, Assistant Elementary Principal  
 1 Years of Service 
=  363 Years of Combined Service to the Gretna School District 


District Levy 
08-09   1.287559 
09-10   1.284645 
10-11   1.294279 
11-12   1.338155 
12-13   1.390139 
13-14   1.364849 
14-15   1.343197 
15-16   1.373365 
16-17   1.385379 
17-18   1.388832  
18-19   1.384556 
 
Assessed Valuation 
2008-09            1,325,631,470 
2009-10            1,400,004,444 
2010-11               1,433,089,238 
2011-12             1,478,906,353 
2012-13             1,532,224,986 
2013-14             1,614,090,544 
2014-15             1,759,231,689 
2015-16             1,962,456,308 
2016-17             2,144,798,181 
2017-18             2,368,231,000 
2018-19             2, 646,570,966 
 
General Fund Budget 
2008-09  $22,855,580 
2009-10  $25,201,049 
2010-11   $28,129,071 
2011-12   $30,280,672  
2012-13   $32,427,531 
2013-14   $34,669,819 
2014-15   $36,375,250 
2015-16     $40,006,667 
2016-17   $44,397,873 
2017-18   $51,021,852 
2018-19   $62,912,819 
 


President’s Board Award 
The Gretna School Board has been awarded the NASB President’s Board 
Award for the 2018-2019 school year.  This is the 24th such award for the 
Gretna Public Schools Board of Education.  The award program is designed 
to recognize the time and commitment made by board members in 
continuing their education and their involvement in the Association.  
Boards are recognized for their participation in local, state and national 
activities that enhance effective board service.  There are over two hundred 
fifty school boards in the state of Nebraska.  Gretna was the ONLY school 
board to be earn the award in 2019. 


Per Pupil Cost  (17/18 - ADM) 
 Gretna  State 
 $10,090 $12,614 
 






